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1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send 
each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 

A young pastor in her first call after seminary found a serious problem in her new congregation. During the 
Sunday service, half the congregation stood for the prayers and half remained seated, and each side 
insisted that their way of doing things was the true tradition. Nothing the pastor said or did helped to 
resolve this issue. 
 
Finally, in desperation, the young pastor met with the previous pastor and explained to her the mess in the 
service. "So tell me," the new pastor pleaded, "was it the tradition for the congregation to stand during the 
prayers?"  "No," answered the previous pastor. 
 
"Ah," responded the new pastor, "then it was the tradition to sit during the prayers?"  "No," was the 
response from the previous pastor.   
 
To which the new pastor replied in a frustrated tone. “Well, what we have is complete chaos! Half the 
people stand and the other half sit – and they can’t agree on one way to have prayers." 
 
"Ah," said the previous pastor, "that was the tradition." 
 
Jesus says in Matthew 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.  Perhaps, as in the case of many churches, these words should be changed to ‘for where two or 
three are gathered in my name, divisions can and will happen.’  As I have discovered by talking to other 
pastors, not all congregations get along with each other as well as Community Presbyterian Cathedral City.  
We are indeed blessed by our unity which allows us to focus on our mission, the mission Paul begins to 
explain to the Corinthians. 
 
In these verses from Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church, Paul describes one overarching issue.  People 
were being drawn into groups loyal to one leader over another.  Perhaps individuals liked the teachings of 
one leader or liked his or her personality – or the way he or she preached.  We just don’t know.  Later in 
this same letter we find many more issues that were pulling apart this community of Christ-followers. 
 
In this letter, Paul tells the church in Corinth what is important.   
 
Paul may have heard the stories about the calling of the first disciples.  Jesus said, follow me, as we read 
today in the story from Matthew’s biography of Jesus.  That’s what is important, to follow Jesus.  But even 
the disciples squabbled about who was the greatest.  One even betrayed him.  And no one stayed with him 
when he was arrested.  But whatever Jesus had to offer the disciples seemed to be worth leaving their old 
lives to follow him.   
 
Jesus created a cohesive group of followers.  He was there to keep them on course when they wandered 
off course.  And they did.  He set them straight when needed.  The real problems began, though, when 
Jesus left them and returned to heaven.  The disciples then had to make decisions on their own.  
Questions arose.  Do we admit Gentiles to our group?  What do we do with those who teach differently 
from Jesus?  Who is in charge?  Fortunately, the disciples talked to each other and trusted in the Holy 
Spirit’s leading when answering these questions and others.  Following Jesus was their focus.  That was 
what was important! 



 
 
And that was what Paul told the Corinthians: be united in the same mind and the same purpose.  That 
same mind, that same purpose?  Serving Jesus Christ who was crucified and raised from the dead.  Paul 
didn’t want the divisions in the church in Corinth to overshadow the light that Christ brought into the world. 
 
I particularly like today’s reading from Isaiah.  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.  I like the image of Christ being light, of lighting our path so we move through life serving Jesus.   It’s 
Christ’s light that allows us to live in the world with freedom.  Freedom from sin and evil.  Freedom from the 
need to conform to the ways of the world.  Freedom to conform to God’s ways. 
 
The Corinthian Christ-followers were not following God’s ways, but the world’s ways.  They were not 
following what Paul says later in Galatians 3:28 - There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  This is what 
Jesus taught.  All people were equal in God’s eyes.  All are loved by God.  Isn’t that what Paul is saying in 
today’s verses?  We are all one in Christ, there are no divisions. 
 
The Corinthian church members were not being guided by Jesus’ light.  They were not allowing Jesus’ light 
to light their way.  Ultimately, they were failing because they were not serving as an example of the unity of 
Christ to the society they lived in.  Their divisions were not allowing them to carry out God’s work on earth.  
Their motivations were worldly, not Godly – not God-centered.  The Corinthians needed to clear away the 
darkness in their lives and walk in the light of Christ. 
 
What about you?  What is your motivation as you live your life each day?  I pray your motivation for living in 
this world involves living as Christ would have you live, working to change the world.   
 
You see, each of us has a job in this world in which we live.  It’s not to squabble or fight over this or that in 
our church.  It’s to point out to the world, in our own way, that Jesus is the light of the world.   
 
As Christians, we are to share God’s vision for our world.  The people of the world desperately need that 
vision.  It’s not an easy job.  You may lose a few friends.  You may make a few friends.  That’s not what’s 
important.  What is important is that you do the work Christ-followers are called to do.  You’ll find freedom 
and liberation in doing so.   
 
I remember a photo I saw in the newspaper of a protester holding a sign that said, ‘Democracy is not a 
spectator sport.’  We can rewrite that sign and say that, ‘Christianity is not a spectator sport.’  We need to 
be involved doing Christ’s work here on earth. 
 
What does Isaiah say about that work?  We are to increase the world’s joy, to rejoice as if we’d harvested 
an abundant crop.  We are to break the rod of the oppressor and share the burdens of those less fortunate.  
That’s our job as Christ-followers. 
 
In today’s scripture from First Corinthians, Paul advises us not to have divisions as we seek to serve 
Christ.  Paul didn’t want the divisions in the church in Corinth or in the church today to overshadow the light 
that Christ brought into the world.  The scripture from Isaiah explained that God would bring that light into 
the world and, as Christ-followers, we believe that light is Jesus.  Jesus’ light allows us to see beyond 
today’s problems and work towards God’s vision of a future where all are equal.    We are not to lower our 
sights nor conform to society’s expectations.  We are not to get comfortable with the status quo.  We need 
to imagine and work toward a world where war is not the norm, where the captives are set free, where the 
burdens of the oppressed are lifted. 
 
May God bless us all in that work. 


