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“What did you find in your hymnal?” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
November 17, 2019, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 21:5-19 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send each day.  
Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 

 
It was an ordinary day or at least as ordinary as a day can be in Jesus’ company.  The 
disciples were admiring the Temple as the group walked by when seemingly out of nowhere 
Jesus describes a startling, disturbing time that is coming.  The temple will be destroyed. Wars 
and rumors of wars.  Earthquakes, famines, plagues.   
 
These verses from Luke reveal a shift in Jesus’ teachings as Jesus gets closer to Jerusalem 
and his time of trial – his crucifixion, death and resurrection.  So often when folks are near 
death people relate important information involving their loved ones.  For example, a dying 
father offers life-advice to his only daughter.  Perhaps Jesus, knowing he was going to his 
death wanted to prepare the followers he loved for what the future would hold without him.   
 
Jesus did tell the future about the Temple as it was destroyed in 70 CE, about 40 years after 
Jesus’s death and resurrection.  Since then, there have been wars and rumors of wars – and 
certainly lots of earthquakes, especially here in the Coachella Valley!  So what are we to make 
of these words from Jesus?  What do they mean to us today? 
 
There are several possible responses to these words from Jesus.  We could basically blot 
them from our mind and just go on living.  We could separate ourselves from society.  We 
could stockpile food and supplies preparing for that fateful day.  We could live in a constant 
state of fear.  Or we could try to live into Jesus’ words. 
 
I would encourage you to live into the latter, to live into Jesus’ words: the instructions given in 
these verses. 
 
Jesus gives his followers then and now clear and simple instructions on how to live in the world 
he describes.  Those instructions do not include stockpiling food or living in fear.  Jesus’ 
instructions deal with our hearts and minds. 
 
Jesus is telling us to live in readiness, aware of what is going on in the world.  It’s easy for us 
to read the bad news in the newspaper or on our newsfeed and say, “that won’t happen here.”  
Denial is a common coping mechanism for us humans.  Jesus is saying it will happen here. 
 
What we are called to do is to be aware of what is happening and realize that the world is 
groaning under the weight of sin and despair.  The groans will only get louder until Jesus 
returns.  If we live in that awareness, we will not be surprised, nor will our faith be affected 
when we have to deal with the troubles of the world. 
 
Troubles will come.  However, Jesus said to make up your minds not to prepare your 
defense in advance.  Please note, the words – not to prepare your defense in advance.  We 
need to live with our eyes wide open to the issues and problems in the world.  Yes.  But we 
also need to live with our hearts and minds at peace, confident that God will give each of us 
what we need as we deal with the troubles of the world when they come knocking at our doors. 
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What are we to do when those troubles come knocking at our door?  We are to look at them as 
opportunities!  Yes, opportunities!  Jesus says, this will give you an opportunity to testify.  
When adversity comes, we can show those without hope that despite our circumstances there 
is always a reason to hope.  Adversity can have a purpose, allowing you to share your faith. 
 
Now if all this doesn’t sound very enticing, think about this question.  What would you do if you 
knew you could not fail?  Think about that question a moment.  What would you do if you knew 
you could not fail?  Jesus promises that in spite of the adversity we may encounter, not a hair 
of your head will perish.   
 
The world around you may be crazy and filled with danger, but Jesus is telling us we’ll be safe.  
Jesus is inviting us to ask the question, “since I’m going to be OK, what then shall I do, how 
shall I live?” 
 
In this scripture from Luke, we learn that as Christ-followers, we need not worry about what the 
future holds.  We are to pay attention to our relationship with Jesus.  We are to use our lives to 
share our faith with others so they can live with the same peace that you have.  All of this takes 
faith and trust in Jesus. 
 
Philip Yancey tells of a trip he took to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he had dinner in an 
Amish home. During the meal, he heard about their unusual procedure for choosing a pastor. 
In that part of the country, few Amish acquire education beyond the eighth grade, and almost 
none have theological training.  
 
The entire congregation votes for men who show pastoral potential.  Among the Amish, only 
males can be pastors. When the votes are counted, those who receive at least three votes 
move forward and take a place at a table. At each place at the table is a hymnbook and inside 
one of the hymnbooks, one of the men will find a card designating him as the new pastor for 
the next year. 
 
"What if the person selected doesn't feel qualified?" Yancey asked his Amish friend. His friend 
looked puzzled and then replied, "If he did feel qualified, we wouldn't want him." 
 
These young men weren't expecting a call, nor did they attempt to live in such a way to invite a 
call. They simply lived authentically as disciples of Christ, not worrying about calls or second 
comings. 
 
Jesus isn't looking for the qualified; he's looking for the available. 
He isn't looking for the fearful; he's looking for the fearless. 
He isn't looking for prognosticators or procrastinators; he's looking for steady practitioners of 
the faith. 
Jesus isn't looking for worriers; he's looking for warriors. 
 
As a disciple of Christ, consider that living each day as if it were your last is not what is 
needed.  The true disciple lives every day as though it were like any other day: faithfully, 
prayerfully, carefully, joyfully and peacefully.  (Yancey, Philip. "Replenishing the inner pastor." 
Christianity Today, May 21, 2001, 104.) 
 
May God bless your every effort. 


