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“Rich Toward God” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
August 4, 2019, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 11:1-13 

 
Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to receive the blessings you 
send each day. Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again. Amen. 

 
Fool.  That is a strong word even for Jesus.  What’s going on here?  From 
today’s Gospel lesson it would appear that Jesus doesn’t have much patience 
for those who are rich but not ‘rich toward God.’  Is Jesus condemning those 
who are wealthy?  What does it mean to be ‘rich toward God’?  How can we be 
‘rich toward God’?  Let’s look at the scripture a little closer before addressing 
possible answers to these questions. 
 
The writer of the Gospel of Luke isn’t exactly neutral when it comes to talking 
about money, wealth or possessions.  Think about some of the other stories in 
Luke.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, says in Luke 1: 51-53: “He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts.  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted 
up the lowly;  he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty.”  Jesus says in Luke 6: 24: “But woe to you who are rich, for 
you have received your consolation.”  There are other examples in Luke, 
such as the story of the Rich man and Lazarus.  If you’d like to read that story, 
go to Luke 16: 19-31. 
 
My point here is not to bash rich people – and everyone in this room is rich by 
the world’s standards.  My point is not to bash rich people, but to let you know 
that Luke is concerned about the pitfalls of being rich.  In today’s reading, this 
theme is further expanded.  You might say that Luke’s Jesus considers being 
rich to be ‘life-threatening.’   
 
Let’s set the stage for Luke’s story of the rich fool, as it is often called.  If we 
look at Luke 12, verse one, we note that Jesus was teaching his disciples in a 
crowd of thousands.  It would be difficult to have a conversation with a small 
group in a crowd of thousands without being interrupted.  That is exactly what 
happened when someone in the crowd asked Jesus to ‘tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me.’  Most likely this person was the younger 
brother who was entitled to one-third of the family estate.  For whatever 
reason, his older brother was not giving him his share.  And he wanted Jesus 
to tell his brother to give him his money. 
 
It seems that Jesus rarely missed what we call a teachable moment.  After he 
had warned the man about greed and possessions, Jesus used the man’s 
question as an opportunity to tell the crowd a parable about a rich man who 
had an abundant harvest and decided to tear down his barns to make room for 
more so he could ‘relax, eat, drink and be merry.’  Just a couple of points.  
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First, this guy owned a lot of land, he was not a small farmer.  He probably 
controlled most of the crops produced in that region. Second, in biblical times a 
bumper crop would be considered a generous blessing from God.   
 
However, this rich man didn’t see his abundant harvest as a blessing from 
God, but as a dilemma.  He didn’t know what to do with the crops. His decision 
to tear down his barns and build bigger ones certainly indicate that he had no 
intention of sharing his abundance with others.  You might say the rich man 
was greedy and selfish. 
 
Now there’s nothing wrong with storing crops for future use or, in today’s world, 
saving money for retirement or for a rainy day.  In Egypt, Joseph stored-up a 
great supply of grain in preparation for the coming famine.  However, Joseph 
stored the crops so that everyone would be able to eat, not just himself.  The 
rich man’s focus was on himself.  He wanted to store the harvest so he could 
eat, drink and be merry. 
 
Where have you heard that phrase, ‘eat, drink and be merry’ and what’s the 
rest of the phrase?  That’s right, it’s from Isaiah 22:13: “Let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we die.”  It would be a guess, but I believe Jesus knew exactly 
what he was saying when he used these words in the parable.  What 
happened to the rich man?  His life was demanded of him that very night.  He 
died that night after making plans to build bigger barns.  
 
Jesus says in verse 21, “So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.”  This echoes similar words from 
Jesus in Luke 9:25: “What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, 
but lose or forfeit themselves?” 
 
Back to the opening questions.  Is Jesus condemning those who are wealthy? 
What does it mean to be ‘rich toward God’?  How can we be ‘rich toward God’?  
Let’s look at these questions in light of some of the stories we’ve read in Luke.  
The story of the Good Samaritan.  Being rich toward God means using your 
resources for the benefit of a neighbor or neighbors in need.  What about Mary 
and Martha’s story?  Being rich toward God means listening to Jesus’ words as 
Mary did.  Last week’s scripture said, ‘For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened.’  Being rich toward God means trusting God to give you good gifts – 
all that you need for life.   
 
I don’t believe Jesus is condemning those who are wealthy.  What Jesus is 
condemning is a life-style where goods are stockpiled and not shared, where a 
person lives an isolated, self-absorbed existence, where a person takes credit 
for all he or she has done and doesn’t consider life and possessions as a gift 
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from God, a gift to be used to care for those who cannot provide for 
themselves.  The rich man in the parable had lost his focus on God, on being 
rich toward God.  You might say that, unlike Martha who was distracted by 
many things, this man was distracted by one thing – taking care of himself.  It 
kept him from focusing on what was important – being rich toward God. 
 
Many people in our world are busy building bigger homes, bigger portfolios, 
bigger boats, bigger – well, you name it and they want more.  Most of the time, 
people are preparing for their future, saving for retirement.  That’s a good idea.  
But let’s take another look at the question of how can we be ‘rich toward God’?  
Just perhaps you and I need to consider that we need to be building up what 
one writer called an expire-ment plan, not a retirement plan.  When you do this 
you are being rich toward God. 
 
Let’s just consider three steps to such a plan – to be rich toward God. 
 
The first step is to realize that money cannot buy happiness.  Most people still 
believe that if they only had more money, they would be happy. If we make 
$25,000 a year, we are sure that true joy will come with a salary of $50,000 a 
year. If we have a retirement income of $20,000 per year, we are convinced 
that all our needs will be met with an income of $30,000. The sad truth is that 
no amount of money can guarantee happiness, and not even hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year are a cure for misery. 
 
All of you know someone who has money and is miserable.  Having lots of 
money can’t buy happiness, so focus on what’s important, ‘being rich toward 
God.’ 
 
The second step involves sharing resources, not hoarding them.  Many of you 
know the television journalist Ted Koppel. After he returned from a tour as a 
correspondent in Vietnam, in the mid-1960s, he began taking on speaking 
engagements at around $500 each; by the mid-1980s, because of his 
eminence as host of the TV show Nightline, the stakes had gone much higher, 
and he was able to command $50,000 per speech. 
 
At this point, he did something that few prominent journalists would do: He 
stopped speaking for pay. Koppel says: "One day we reached this price that 
was so astronomically high that I went home and talked to my wife about it. I 
said that nobody out there who makes a normal salary is going to hear that 
amount, and realize that it was paid for a day's work -- to put it generously -- 
and believe that there wasn't something else that was being purchased for that 
price, beyond my time for a day.'"--James Fallows, Breaking the News: How 
the Media Undermine American Democracy (New York: Pantheon Books, 
1996), 88, 108-109.  
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A good expire-ment planner knows that resources should be shared, not 
hoarded. Abundant harvests invite gift-giving, not barn-building or profit-taking. 
Ted Koppel generous act did not impoverish him, but instead made him rich 
toward God. 
 
The third step involves serving God instead of money.  The author Robert 
Fulghum has written a series of best-selling books, beginning with one called 
All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten. More than 14 million 
copies of his books are in print, and they are published in 27 languages and 93 
countries. Needless to say, he has done very well financially. 
 
In an interview with a Christian periodical called The Door, Fulghum reports 
that since his success, people are always saying, "Well, you must have a big 
house and a big car." And he responds, "No, I have the same house, same 
car, same friends, same wife...." Fulghum is on guard against all kinds of 
greed, and is committed to serving God, not money. 
 
Of course, fame is a challenge, he admits, "and the challenge is to be a good 
steward with this kind of authority and power -- especially with the economics." 
So one year he did a book tour, and used it to raise $670,000 for a number of 
good causes. "I don't think I should be given extra credit for doing that," he 
says. "I think you should think ill of me if I didn't do that." 
 
(PAUSE) 
 
Are you ‘rich toward God’?  Only you can answer that question.  Is this the day 
you finally start to share your resources rather than hoard them? Is this the 
moment when you decide to serve God rather than the Dollar? Becoming rich 
toward God involves a fundamental attitude adjustment about material wealth. 
 
This week, I’d like to ask you to sit down and consider if you’re planning for 
your expire-ment – meaning are you living like you are ‘rich toward God’?  Ask 
yourself if you’re happy with the resources you have.  Ask yourself if you are 
able to share more with the needy more than you have up to this point.  Ask 
yourself if your life reflects the priorities God would like you to have.   
 
When you get involved in this kind of planning, you will be rich indeed -- rich 
toward God. 
 
May God bless your every effort. 


