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Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send each day.  Guide 
us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 

Joseph.  What do we know about Joseph?  Well, we know that Joseph was a carpenter.  We know 
that he was going to be married to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  We know, from what the Bible says, 
he and Mary didn’t have sexual relations until after Jesus was born.  That’s what Mary said, and she 
should know!  We don’t know Joseph’s age, but most people probably think of him as much older 
than Mary.  But the Bible doesn’t tell us.  We also know he was mentioned about the time Jesus was 
12 years old.  You may remember that Jesus stayed behind in the Temple causing his parents to 
return to Jerusalem to find him.  We have no idea if Joseph trained Jesus in carpentry skills in 
Jesus’ youth.  We would assume so, since such skills are usually passed from father to son.   
 
Joseph’s marriage to Mary was most likely an arranged marriage.  That was the accepted way to 
marry in that day.  We do believe that Joseph was the father of Jesus’ siblings – both boys and girls.  
We have no idea what happened to Joseph.  The last time the Bible mentions Joseph is the incident 
I already mentioned when Jesus was 12 and Joseph and Mary returned to Jerusalem to find Jesus 
in the Temple.  This incident does reveal that Joseph followed the Hebrew religious customs since 
he made the trip to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  This is an indication that Jesus grew up in 
a devout home that worshiped the God of Israel.   
 
That Joseph was religious is also supported by the story in the Bible that says Joseph and Mary 
took Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after his birth to complete Mary's ritual purification 
after childbirth, and to perform the redemption of the firstborn son, in obedience to the Torah. 
 
These two religious acts of going to the Temple would support what our Bible passage for today 
says.  Joseph was a righteous man and unwilling to expose her (Mary) to public disgrace, and that 
he planned to dismiss her quietly once he found out that Mary was with child.  Joseph could have 
rejected Mary and let her be stoned to death for being pregnant outside of marriage.  If he rejected 
her and she was not stoned to death, she most likely would have become a beggar or a prostitute to 
survive as women had no status in those days especially women who had sex outside marriage. 
 
Joseph staying with Mary created some difficult situations for Joseph.  When he had sex with Mary 
after the birth of Jesus, he would actually be tainted by her sin according to the law.  And the child 
that was born, that was not his, would be the one, as the first son, to inherit Joseph’s estate.  The 
biggest difficulty would be dealing with the gossip in the small town in which they lived.  Can’t you 
imagine many conversations like this one? 
 
What’s his name?  Jesus?  Why Jesus?  Because he will save his people from their sin.  Doesn’t 
look like you.  Well, he’s not mine.  Oh, born a bit premature, eh?  Well, like I said, he’s not mine.  
Know who the father is?  The Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit?  Yes, you see it was a virgin birth.  Oh!  A 
virrrrrgin birth.  Sure  I hear there are a lot of those these days. 
 
Since we know the rest of the story, we know that Joseph did wed Mary and stayed with her during 
the pregnancy.  You probably have a nativity scene in your home that shows the figure of Joseph 
standing quietly next to Mary in the stable.  But it had to be difficult for the young couple.  Perhaps 
that’s why they were still in Bethlehem where they were not well know when the Wise Men arrived. 
 
Before we go on, let me remind you that Joseph wasn’t this irresponsible guy who didn’t make 
reservations at the Holiday Inn when he and Mary travelled to Bethlehem for the census.  Most likely 



he stayed with a relative who already had many relatives in their home and the only room left was in 
the stable.  After all, many of the families in that day lived with their animals in their home.  This 
arrangement, though strange to us, was quite common.   
 
Joseph did stay with Mary – and marry her - but only after the visit from the angel we read about in 
today’s scripture.   
 
What a strange story.  A poor young couple.  A child accepted by the husband when the child wasn’t 
his.  A trip to Bethlehem on a donkey.  Really, couldn’t God had found a better way to bring Jesus 
into the world.  Perhaps Jesus could have been born into a family with more money.  One with a 
prominent position in the community.  Couldn’t Jesus have been born to a woman who was already 
married?   
 
But isn’t that just like God?  He uses the most unlikely people to accomplish God’s purposes.  I 
didn’t read the genealogy Matthew presents in the seventeen verses prior to where I started 
reading, but a quick glance at the names in the genealogy reveal that God uses just about 
everyone.  Matthew identifies four women in the genealogy.  All had doubtful moral character.  The 
widow, Ruth, brazenly slept next to the man her mother-in-law wanted her to marry.  Tamar posed 
as a harlot in order to blackmail her father-in-law.  Rahab was a prostitute who helped the Israelites 
secure an important victory.  Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba, had adulterous sex with the king.  None of 
these women would be used as examples of positive moral instruction for our children! 
 
And the men in this genealogy didn’t provide any better moral examples.  Just one example, Jacob 
stole his brother’s birthright.  If you want to look up the names in this genealogy after you get home, 
you will see that God uses all kinds of folks to accomplish God’s purposes. 
 
That’s my point for today.  You may not feel that God can use you in the grand scheme of things, 
but God can!  Just look at the examples I mentioned.  If God can use these folks, surely God can 
use you and me! 
 
Joseph is a good example for us to follow.  He rejected social norms and humbled himself to the will 
of God.  He abandoned his own plans and stepped into a crazy situation that God asked him to 
become a part of.  Joseph could have ignored the angel’s visit.  He could have blown it off chalking 
up what he thought he saw to a strange dream.  But he didn’t.   
 
Because he didn’t, he experienced God’s redemptive gift of Jesus firsthand.  He was able to nurture 
the Son of God’s growth in the world.  He was able to see that God’s ways are not our ways and 
that God’s hope and imagination are way beyond ours.  Joseph took a risk and embraced God’s 
dream, what the angel told him in his dream. 
 
What risk do you need to take?  Maybe an angel has not appeared to you in a dream.  But God has 
most likely whispered in your ear a dream for you, something God wants you to do.  What dream 
has God given you to embrace, to take on? 
 
Joseph stepped into a crazy situation per God’s request given in a dream.  What crazy situation is 
out there waiting for you to embrace.   
 
Take time to listen to God this week.  What is God calling you to embrace? 
 
May God bless your every effort. 


