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Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send each day. 
Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again. Amen. 
 

What an interesting story that is placed in the last chapter of John’s story of Jesus’ life.  Some scholars 
believe that John, Chapter 21 is actually a summary of Jesus’ ministry.  Let’s just take a quick look at that 
idea.  What parts of the story remind you of other events in Jesus’ life? 
 

1. Cast net to other side of boat and the amazing catch – calling the first disciples 
2. Fish and bread – feeding the 5 thousand 
3. Not recognizing Jesus – Mary at the tomb/ Road to Emmaus 
4. Jesus questioning Peter three times – reminder that Peter would deny Jesus three times 

 

Read through this story at home this week and see if you can find more allusions to events in the life of Jesus.   
 

Does it puzzle you that the disciples went fishing after the week that culminated in Jesus’ resurrection – an 
earth-shattering event?   
 

The days leading up to the resurrection certainly had been stressful, to say the least.  They had eaten the 
Passover meal with Jesus, the meal we now call the last supper which we will celebrate today with 
communion.  They had fallen asleep when he asked them to pray and had scattered when Jesus was 
arrested.  They had watched their leader die on the cross, the punishment for a common criminal.  And then 
there was the news delivered by the women that Jesus was alive, that Jesus was resurrected.   
 

The disciples were probably operating on emotional overload and just wanted to go do something familiar – 
go fishing. 
 

Perhaps you’ve experienced such emotional overload.  It may have been the unexpected death of a loved 
one.   Or you may have lost your job and you didn’t see it coming.  Maybe the company closed down or there 
was a reduction in force.  Have you had such an emotionally overwhelming experience or experiences?  At 
such emotional times we may seek the familiar or a diversion.  Often we seek a mindless activity we know 
well.  You may binge watch TV or go shopping.  Or you just need to put your hands in the soil, so you go dig 
in the garden.  Of course there’s always chocolate when you are stressed out! 
 

The disciples decision to go fishing doesn’t sound so strange when you realize all that they had been through 
in the previous week.  We have the advantage of knowing what all these events mean to our faith in God.  
The disciples were still trying to figure it all out. 
 

Peter announced, “I’m going fishing.”  And six other disciples decided to join him.  Fishing was an activity they 
were quite familiar with.  With Jesus no longer leading them, perhaps they felt they needed to earn a bit of 
money to support themselves. 
 

You know the story.  They fished all night which was when fishing was done – and still is done today in Israel 
on the Sea of Galilee.  After a night of catching nothing, they were moving their boats toward the shore when 
in the dim light of dawn they saw someone on the shore standing next to a fire.  It was the resurrected Jesus, 
but they didn’t recognize him.  He asked them a question, “Children, you have no fish, have you?”  Of course 
they answered truthfully.  They hadn’t caught a thing.  Then Jesus, told them to cast their net on the right side 
of the boat resulting in a huge catch of fish.   
 

Isn’t that just like Jesus. Concerned about folks and wanting to help them – if they want help.  The disciples 
could have blown off Jesus’ comment about casting their net to the right side of the boat and just rowed 
ashore.  But they didn’t and they were rewarded for following Jesus’ direction.  Has that happened to you?  
You heard Jesus telling you to do something and you did what was requested only to be delighted with the 
outcome?  It’s good to listen for Jesus’ direction and to follow that direction! 
 



As they were hauling in the fish, the disciple whom Jesus loved, recognized the stranger to be Jesus and said 
to Peter, “it is the Lord.”  Upon hearing those words, Peter immediately jumped into the water and swam 
toward Jesus. 
 

Peter, the always impulsive Peter, jumped into the water to get to Jesus first.  Was this another race like the 
one he lost to John in that comical race to get to the empty tomb the morning of the resurrection?   
 

John, the calm and steady, take-it-all-in disciple recognized Jesus before Peter.  Was John more in tune with 
Jesus because of his quiet mode?   
 

Are you like John or Peter?  Is your faith quiet like John’s?  Do you listen for the Holy Spirit’s guidance?  Are 
your eyes open to seeing God and God’s activity in your life?  What do you do when you see God’s activity?  
Do you act or just observe? 
 

Peter seems to always be portrayed as the disciple who jumps right in.  That’s a literal statement in this case.  
Peter always wanted to get things done, to be near the action, to do Jesus’ bidding.  Is your faith like Peter’s.  
Are you one to jump right into a project?  Are you one for action, not contemplation?   
 

We need people with both types of faith in our church.  However, no matter what type of faith you have, we 
need people who will act on their faith.  We probably need more Peters who act than those who are like John.  
Both types of faith are valuable to the community, but we can’t get God’s work done in our church community 
and in this city if we don’t act.   
 

Yes, Jesus wants our faith to move us to action.  This fact is really brought home by the last part of this 
reading when Jesus asked Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”  It’s interesting that 
Jesus calls Peter by his proper name, not by the name that Jesus had given him.  Maybe, by doing this, 
Jesus wanted Peter to understand how serious his question was.  It’s a little like your parent calling you by 
your formal name – which usually happened to me when I was in trouble!  When I heard my proper name, I 
really paid attention to what was said. 
 

I’m not sure Peter realized the seriousness of Jesus’ question the first time Jesus asked.  Peter’s answer was 
a bit evasive.  Peter doesn’t say, Yes, I love you.  He says to Jesus, “you know I do.”  Of course, Jesus does 
know, but Jesus also knew that Peter wasn’t totally committed. 
 

Jesus then said, “feed my sheep.”  Jesus is calling Peter to demonstrate his love for Jesus by loving and 
caring for the same people that Jesus cared for.  You may recall that Jesus commanded the disciples to love 
one another as I, Jesus, have loved you.  Love for Jesus is love that is lived out in relationship with Jesus and 
others.  Can you answer Jesus’ question about loving him in the affirmative?  We are not living out that love in 
our relationship with others unless we’re living out Jesus’ love for others, even our enemies. 
 

The second time Jesus asked Peter if he loved him Peter gives the same answer, but Jesus’s reply is, “tend 
my sheep.”  Jesus is telling Peter and us that we need to demonstrate God’s love by being a good shepherd.  
A shepherd risks his or her life for the sheep.  A shepherd goes out to find the one lost sheep.  This may cost 
us our comforts and our resources.  As we know, Peter gave his life to be a shepherd to the early church. 
 

The third time that Jesus asked Peter if he loved him, Peter answered, probably a bit hurt, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.”  Again, Jesus again replied, “feed my sheep.”  Jesus wanted to make 
sure that Peter understood that Peter was to follow Jesus’ example, to care for the lost and poor and hungry 
and imprisoned.   
 

Jesus asked Peter, “do you love me?”  Jesus is asking each of us here today this same question.  How do 
you respond?  Do you honestly respond, “yes, Jesus, I love you!”  I pray that you will.  Will you feed Jesus’ 
sheep?  Will you tend Jesus’ sheep?  Will you demonstrate love for Jesus through your words and actions?  
That is the question Jesus is asking each of us today.  Will you take action and express your faith and love in 
Jesus Christ by living out Jesus’ love for others? 


