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“A Crazy Deal” - A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Community Presbyterian Church Cathedral City 
September 29, 2019 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3, 6-15 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may 
walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 
Have any of you been involved in a real estate transaction?  Perhaps you purchased or 
house or a piece of property.  Do you remember the amount of paperwork that was 
involved?  Lots, wasn’t there?  There was this paper for the deed, that paper for the title 
company, this paper for the inspections – and on and on and on!  I believe the stack of 
papers that Linda and I signed for our house in Upland must have been an inch and a 
half thick.  And, if I remember correctly, the person who brought the papers to the house 
said each of us had to sign 75 times.  We were certainly tired of signing our names 
when we finished! 
 
Some real estate sales have quite an emotional burden associated with them.  You may 
have had the experience of selling your home in a neighborhood that was changing – 
not for the better.  You may have lived there for several years, raising your children.  It 
had been a vibrant neighborhood.  But as older folks moved out, the houses sold for 
less money since they were older.  Property values continued to decline.  You finally 
sold the house and moved out of the neighborhood.  Those who have dealt with that 
situation, the neighborhood going downhill, may have felt that the neighborhood was 
under siege.   
 
In today’s scripture, the property Jeremiah was purchasing was not in a neighborhood, 
but in a country that was literally under siege by an invading army, the Babylonians.  
When Jeremiah purchased this property, the city of Jerusalem was surrounded by the 
Babylonian army.  It was only a matter of time before the city would fall and be 
destroyed.  The year was around 586 BC, the first time the Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed.   
 
It would be an understatement to say that the market for real estate was depressed 
when Jeremiah made the purchase.  If location, location, location is the most important 
consideration when purchasing property, Jeremiah certainly wasn’t acting wisely by any 
standard – today’s or in his day. 
 
So, what motivated Jeremiah to purchase the property?  God told him to do so.  And 
Jeremiah listened to God and followed God’s direction.  Being a prophet means being a 
spokesperson for God, not a seer of the future.  Jeremiah had spent his life being a 
spokesperson for God, delivering messages that the Hebrew people didn’t want to hear. 
In fact, Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard because he was telling the King 
that God said Jerusalem was going to be captured.  Of course, making that statement 
was treason and resulted in his confinement. 
 
Often, during his career as a prophet, Jeremiah enacted or demonstrated what God had 
told him to say.  Today’s scripture provides such an example - and what an example!  
And what a change in God’s messages to the Hebrew people from the one that 
Jeremiah had been delivering.  Up until now, Jeremiah, God’s spokesperson, had been 
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delivering the message that the people must change or they will be destroyed.  God’s 
messages that Jeremiah delivered were all doom and gloom.  Now, God is telling the 
people that there is hope even in the face of assured destruction.  Jeremiah gives hope 
by saying: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 
 
Can you imagine what it would be like to have heard God’s message of doom and 
gloom only to have it change to a positive message of hope – especially when the city 
was about to be captured and the people carried off into exile?  This change must 
certainly have confused the people.  God now giving a message of hope.  A message of 
hope in such dire times.   
 
Perhaps that’s why Jeremiah had to demonstrate God’s message of hope to the people 
by purchasing the land in Anathoth.  His very public purchase was an illustration of 
God’s message to the people.  Jeremiah had witnesses in the court of the guard and 
some of those folks signed the deed of purchase.  Every aspect of the offer, purchase 
and deed was done in public.   
 
Can you imagine being one of the witnesses to the property sale?  As an observer, you 
just might be saying that this time Jeremiah has gone off his rocker.  Why would anyone 
purchase property when the country was being invaded?  The property would no longer 
belong to the people, but to the invading army.  I’m sure that evening those witnesses 
told family and all their neighbors what a foolish thing that crazy prophet, Jeremiah, had 
done – which is probably exactly what God wanted to happen.   
 
It was a hopeless time, yet God was saying to be hopeful and Jeremiah was 
demonstrating that message right in front of the faces of the witnesses.  Jeremiah’s 
action was making a statement about God’s future plans for the Hebrew people.  His 
actions may not have seemed a good investment to the people who witnessed the 
transaction.  (PAUSE).  There are times when our faithfulness to God doesn’t appear to 
be a good investment, but it always is.  Jeremiah trusted God that the land would once 
again be valuable to the Hebrew people.  And that is what happened – seventy years 
later. 
 
What about you?  Have you trusted God when your faithfulness to God doesn’t appear 
to be a good investment?  A personal example: many people have asked me over the 
years why I’m pastor at such a small church in Cathedral City when I could have a 
bigger paycheck and a larger congregation closer to home.  My answer: this is where 
God has called me, where I am to serve.  I stay because this church continues to listen 
to God and follow God’s lead evidenced by our support of the cooling center this 
summer, our continued work feeding the 132 homeless families of Cathedral City High 
School Students and our children’s garden for the neighborhood kids.  
 
What about you?  Have you trusted God when your faithfulness to God doesn’t appear 
to be a good investment?  Have you taken a job where God is using you to forward his 
kingdom?  When I ask that question, I think of Kevin.  I believe he is motivated by his 
love for God and his desire to serve God through this congregation. 
 
What about you?  Have you trusted God when your faithfulness to God doesn’t appear 
to be a good investment?  Have you stayed faithful to your spouse despite problems, 
trusting that God will lead you to a deeper intimacy?  Have you trusted God when you 
felt you needed to remain friends with a difficult person no matter what others think and 
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have told you?  You see the value of your friendship with that individual that others 
cannot see.  Have you given to this church when others may think that’s not wise, the 
church is too small and will eventually fail?  But you have seen all the good the church 
does, so you continue to support the church with your money and time. 
 
I believe that nothing is too hard for God, that God turns impossibilities into possibilities.  
I’ve seen this year after year as this church always seems to have just enough money to 
keep the doors open and continue to serve God in Cathedral City.   
 
God turns impossibilities into possibilities.  Jeremiah says that in a prayer whose words 
follow right after the end of today’s reading: Ah Lord God! It is you who made the 
heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too hard for you (v. 17).  When we listen to God, God gives us hope 
despite what others may say.  Nothing is too hard for God. 
 
I would like to mention a new process that this church will begin soon called the Vital 
Church Initiative.  This two-year process, not a program, will allow us to review our 
ministries in 7 specific areas.  Going through the process will involve everyone in the 
church – young and old.  I particularly like the process because it is prayer-based.  We 
will be praying and listening for what God has to tell us.  I believe that God has a future 
for this church, and together, we can better understand God’s plans for us through this 
process. 
 
In today’s scripture from Jeremiah, Jeremiah speaks of a vineyard.  Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.  I think that Jeremiah specifically 
mentioned a vineyard because you have to be hopeful about the future to plant a 
vineyard.  Vineyards take a number of years before grapes of good quality are 
produced.  The owner of the vineyard has to be patient, to be willing to invest in the 
future.  As the vines take time to grow to maturity, much care is needed: water, fertilizer, 
pruning, fastening the vines to grow on the trellises.  There’s no short-term way to grow 
grapes. 
 
We, too, continue to tend this church, to water, fertilize and trim the growth of each of us 
through Bible study and worship.  And perhaps more importantly, we are being fastened 
to the trellis of this vineyard, this church, shaping us into productive people, a unity, that 
listens to God and produces fruit. 
 
Jeremiah listened to God and did what others thought crazy.  I pray that each of us and 
this church listens to God and, if called upon, do something a bit crazy if that’s what 
God is guiding us to do.  God gave the Hebrew people hope in Jeremiah’s act of 
purchasing property.  God can and will give us hope.   
 
As Justin Wilson, the Cajun chef I used to enjoy of public TV many years ago said at the 
end of each cooking show:  I garontee it.   
 
May God bless our every effort. 
 
 


