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“The Word Made Flesh” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
December 29, 2019, First Sunday of Christmas 
John 1: 1-14 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may 
walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 
Christmas Blessings to you all!  May the joy of our Savior’s birth and the joy of this 
season live in you throughout the year and for all eternity. 
 
Today, we’re going to look at the Christmas story from the perspective of John’s 
biography of Jesus.  As many of you know, each of the biographies of Jesus presented 
in the Bible is written to address a particular group of people, the folks the story is being 
told to.   
 
John’s biography is different from the other biographies of Jesus in the Bible.  Like the 
other biographies of Jesus, John’s story of Jesus illustrates God unconditional love for 
all of us revealed in the person of Jesus the Christ.  While the other biographies give the 
details of the birth.  John does not.  What John wants us to understand is the ‘why’ 
behind those birth stories.  John explains why Jesus’ birth was so special.    
 
Over 90% of John’s words are unique to his biography of Jesus.  John includes no 
genealogy of Jesus, no birth stories or stories of Jesus’ childhood.  Of all the Gospels, 
John makes the strongest point that Jesus Christ is God.  One writer said: the 
Christmas stories in Luke and Matthew are from an earthly perspective.  John presents 
the story from a heavenly perspective.   
 
Today, let’s look at the Christmas story from John’s perspective by first focusing on 
several verses in the reading and then moving on to explore what this story may mean 
for our lives in our world today.   
 
John opens his gospel, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
 
‘In the beginning’, where have you read or heard that before?  Yes, in Genesis the first 
verse, In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth.  How did God 
create?  By speaking, by using words.  God said, “let there be light.”  With words, God 
created man and woman.  Simply by speaking, our great God created the world, the 
universe – all that we know. 
 
John wrote his biography of Jesus for Greek and Jewish audiences around 85 or 90 
years after Christ’s birth. The Jews and the Greeks had differing ideas about ‘the word.’  
In John’s time, according to Greek philosophy, were are two worlds:  the abstract and 
physical.  The way the two spheres related to each other was through ‘the word.’ 
 
The Jews viewed ‘the word’ differently.  Though it is strange to us today, the Jews 
would not say or write the name of God, so they often referred to God as ‘the word’ and 
thought of ‘the word’ as the eternal expression of God’s wisdom.   
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For the Jew, ‘the word’ was how you would know God.  For the Greek, ‘the word’ was 
what unified heaven and earth.  So, John spoke to both Greeks and Jews with these 
words.  When God spoke, God’s word unified the world and provided wisdom. 
 
In verses 4 and 5, John tells us about Jesus.  He was in the beginning with God.  All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. John is saying that he, Jesus, was with God from the beginning of creation.  
Jesus was present when God created everything by God’s word.   
 
John goes on in verse 14, And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  No 
stable with the lambs and shepherds  Just the word became flesh and lived among 
us.   
 
Through these few verses John declares that God became flesh in the person of Jesus.  
John is saying God used Words to not only create all that we know, but to also bring 
Jesus to earth.  God became man in the person of Jesus Christ and lived here on earth 
with us.  He was fully God and fully man.  This is one of the mysteries of the Christian 
religion.  How wonderful that God cared enough about creation to send Jesus so we 
could know God better and know how God wants us to treat each other. 
 
As I mentioned earlier, the Christmas stories in Luke and Matthew are from an earthly 
perspective.  John presents the story from a heavenly perspective.  These verses 
certainly present a heavenly Christmas story!   
 
God did come to earth in the person of Jesus Christ.  But Jesus wasn’t treated too well 
while he was here.  How are you treating Jesus in your life? 
 
It’s easy to fall into the wonder of the Christmas season.  Jesus was an innocent baby.  
The shepherds and angels, and the wise men add to the wonder.  But Jesus grew up 
and said things that got him killed.  That’s how the establishment of Jesus’ day dealt 
with him.  How are you dealing with Jesus in your life? 
 
Isn’t it amazing that for over 2000 years Christmas has been celebrated?  The message 
of God’s love at Christmas has been carried on for all that time.  Christians throughout 
the ages have responded to the unconditional love of God provided by Jesus Christ and 
were inspired to action.  They carried on the message and the work of Jesus.  Are you 
carrying on Christ’s message in your life? 
 
We each have a part to play in the heavenly Christmas story.  What can we do?  First, 
we can welcome Jesus into our lives – all year long.  We noted earlier that not everyone 
welcomed Jesus into the world he lived in.  His parents had to flee to Egypt because 
King Herod wanted to kill the baby Jesus.  Jesus may have escaped being killed as a 
baby, but as an adult, he gained powerful enemies that had him killed. 
 
Today, sometimes we get busy and stressed and have little room for Jesus in our lives.  
You may have heard the story about a mother who was running furiously from store to 
store on Christmas Eve trying to get those last-minute gifts. Suddenly she realized she’d 
lost track of her little 3-year-old daughter. In a panic, she retraced her steps and found 
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the daughter standing with her little nose pressed against an enormous store window. 
She was gazing at a manger scene.  When she heard her mother call for her, she 
turned and shouted in innocent glee: “Look Mommy! It’s JESUS! Baby Jesus is in the 
hay!”  The harried mom grabbed her arm and jerked her away, snapping, “We don’t 
have time for all that! Can’t you see that Mommy’s trying to get ready for Christmas!?!” 
 
I know, for me with work, home, professional obligations and just life in general, I can 
sometimes fail to make room for Jesus.  But, I’m lost if I don’t.  There’s something 
missing in my life when I’m too busy for Christ.  I believe we all need to make room for 
Jesus in our lives. 
 
Another part we can play in the heavenly Christmas story is to share Christ with others 
as centuries of Christians have done.  You don’t have to go stand on a corner and tell 
everyone about Jesus.  If that’s your gift, great!  But for most of us, we can tell others 
about Jesus in a less public way – by living our lives as Jesus lived.  We can love each 
other.  We can help the poor.  We can invite people to church.  We can help collect food 
for our food distribution to the food deficient families of Cathedral City High School 
students.  We can teach Sunday school or, it that’s not your talent, you can organize 
and schedule the Sunday School teachers. We can take time to visit a sick person.  We 
can work as a volunteer at the hospital.  We can demonstrate God’s unconditional love 
with our lives!  Each of you probably have some example of a Christian person who 
showed God’s love to you.  Why not be that example to another person – or persons?   
You can make a difference. 
 
At Christmastime many of us are just waiting for the New Year when life slows down a 
little.  Our lives are full.  But are they full of Jesus?  Are you like the mother who was so 
busy getting ready for Christmas that she didn’t have time for Jesus?   
 
God gave us a wonderful gift!  God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to us.  By 
God’s speaking the Word became flesh.  This is indeed something to celebrate!  Let’s 
roll out the red carpet and have a party to welcome Jesus!  But let’s not just celebrate at 
Christmas, let’s party all year long!  Yes, party.  Jesus loved a party.  He loved a 
celebration.  Why not celebrate all year long! 
 
How about making a New Year’s resolution to celebrate Christmas all year long? Make 
room for Christ and his love in your life –every day in 2020.  Celebrate the wonder and 
love God gave us at Christmas.  Take God’s love and share it with the people you meet 
on a daily basis.  That’s the example Jesus gave to us.  Let us celebrate and share year 
round, not just at Christmas. 
 
May God bless your every effort. 


