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“Come and See” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
January 19, 2020 Second Sunday after Epiphany 
John 1:29-42 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may 
walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 
When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” 
 
Jesus said, “Come and see.”  Jesus extended an invitation to his new friends to stay 
with him.  Can any of you think of another time that Jesus invited others to come and 
see?  (PAUSE)  This scripture presents an unusual situation where Jesus was the host.  
We have story after story of Jesus dining with others or staying at another person’s 
home, but few situations where Jesus was doing the hosting.   
 
What do you think Jesus’ place looked like?  I doubt if it was his own home.  He was 
probably like most millennials today and lived with his parents until he was 30.  I doubt if 
Airbnb was around then for him to rent a house when he was preaching in a certain 
area.  Perhaps he was at a friend’s place.  But I digress. 
 
Today, we are going to look at three situations where Jesus was host.  Today’s 
scripture, at the start of his ministry, is the first.  The next time he was host was at the 
Last Supper at the end of his ministry.  The third time Jesus was host was post-
resurrection when Jesus invited his disciples to have breakfast with him on the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee.   
 
The words that introduce these three times Jesus was host: 
First, as I read today: “Come and see.” 
Second, at the end of his ministry: Go and prepare.” 
Third, after his resurrection, “Come and dine.” 
 
What can we learn from Jesus when he played host?  What can we learn about 
ourselves and our life as a Christ-follower?  Let’s look at these three situations I just 
mentioned. 
 
“Come and see.”  Jesus graciously welcomed the folks he met.  Our lesson is to be 
inviting and welcoming.  We don’t coerce, we commend.  We don’t impose, we invite. 
We don’t ridicule, we love.   
 
Our mission is: 

• Not to ask people if they are going to heaven 

• Not to judge people as to their eternal destiny 
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• Not to judge people according to race, gender, political leanings, sexual 
orientation, their tattoos or choice in music or what sports teams they root for 

 
Jesus’ example: Be inviting and welcoming.  “Come and see” is all we need to say to 
those who are seeking a deeper, more meaningful experience of life. 
 
Next, Jesus told the disciples to “Go and prepare.”  Jesus’ time on earth was nearing a 
close and he wanted to spend as much time with the disciples as possible.  He knew 
that he needed help – help in his ministry and help in preparing the Passover Meal.   
 
Jesus asked the disciples to not only join him in the meal, but to help him prepare the 
meal.  His specific instructions (Luke 22:8): “Go and prepare the Passover meal for 
us that we may eat it.”  
 
Jesus is the host, but we’re in the kitchen.  Jesus has done the shopping, but we’re 
doing the cooking.  Are we preparing a great, tasty meal for those we invite to dine with 
us?  Do we give thoughtful consideration of our guests’ needs and what they will 
appreciate?  Or do we serve up the same thing time after time expecting everyone to 
like what we serve?   
 
As Christ-followers we need to not only welcome, but to also consider the needs of our 
guests – so they feel cared for and wanted.  Do we do that at this church?  As we go 
through the next few months, how you answer this question will decide if we move 
forward or not.  ‘We’ve always done it that way’ is not very welcoming to new folks. 
 
The last meal that Jesus hosted was on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus invited 
the disciples who had a frustrating night of fishing to: “Come and have breakfast.”  
Jesus asked the disciples to share a meal with him. (John 21:12-17) 
 
This is the logical third step in welcoming folks into our church and faith in Jesus Christ.  
We invite, then we prepare, then we call people to dinner.  Perhaps not only food for the 
stomach, but also food for the soul and more. 
 
I say more.  What happens at a business meal?  It’s time for planning, preparation, 
casting visions, decisions, proposals.  It’s not different when you dine with Jesus.  He’s 
handing out jobs.  At this meal, this breakfast, Jesus gave Peter his job to care for his 
followers or as Jesus said, “feed my sheep.” 
 
Jesus invites everyone to have a meal with him – that includes you and me.  Not just 
the meal we’ll share today – Communion or the Last Supper.  But Jesus is always 
inviting us to experience a closeness and union with him so we will know his will and be 
strengthened to do it. 
 
How will you invite, welcome and feed those you meet?  A pastor tells the story of 
helping in a soup kitchen.  The director of the program told the pastor to “keep your 
church talk to yourself, we’re here to help people in need.”  The pastor responded that 
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neither he nor the homeless had anything to fear. “We’re Presbyterians,” he said, “we 
would rather hand out a bowl of soup than risk telling someone about Jesus.”   
 
Is that true of you?  After Jerry Moss’ memorial service on Saturday I was talking to 
Tony about his new job.  Tony’s job was to raise funds to support a Meals on Wheels 
program that delivers 7000 meals a month.  Tony commented that it was also the 
responsibility of the board members to raise funds.  But when he asked individual board 
members to do so, they told him they could never ask for money.  So, Tony started a 
new training program for the board members – storytelling.  He trained the board 
members to tell stories about the program instead of just asking for money.  His 
feedback?  Board members are telling him how surprised they are when they just tell a 
story and that story generates a donation of $100 or more. 
 
We’re going to start a home Bible study during Advent.  Note I said home Bible study. 
The program is designed for a lay person to lead the study.  Are you willing to volunteer 
to open your home?  Are you willing to invite people to the study?  Are you willing to 
lead the study?  I know many of you have told me that all the people you know already 
attend church or are Christian.  What is my answer to that comment?  Get new friends!  
Laurie Holk came to this church through a conversation with Noel at Office Depot.  
Charlton came to this church because someone asked me to visit him in the hospital. 
 
The disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”  The disciples were not 
looking for small talk or networking opportunities.  They were looking for a new way of 
life that they saw in Jesus. 
 
“Come and see,” Jesus says.  Jesus also says, “come and prepare” and “come and 
dine.”  Can you follow Jesus’ example?   
 
I know that all of you can tell stories.  You’ve told them to me.  So, let’s tell stories about 
our church and what we do.  Tell stories about your faith.  Tell stories about how 
prayers have been answered at our church.  Let’s tell those stories and invite folks to 
come to a home Bible study.  Let’s invite folks to “come and see.”   
 
May God bless your every effort. 


