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“There’s a little bit of prophet in all of us” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
August 25, 2019, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 
Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to 
receive the blessings you send each day. Guide us with your wisdom so that through us 
Christ may walk on the earth once again. Amen. 
 
There are two verses from the prophet Jeremiah’s writings that most all of us recognize 
and which often provide comfort to us.  The first, and probably the most familiar, is 
Jeremiah 29:11 - For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  This scripture has 
brought me comfort and assurance many times in my life when I was wondering what God 
had in store for my future.  I trusted God’s plans and it all worked out.  I hope this verse 
has also brought you comfort as well.   
 
The other scripture from Jeremiah that you may remember is from this reading, verse 5: 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.  This verse assures us that 
God has always known and loved us – and will, in life and in death - love us forever.  
Again, this is very comforting to each of us who believe in God.  But you may have noticed 
that this verse ends with the words: I appointed you a prophet to the nations.  That’s 
what God told Jeremiah.  God called Jeremiah to be a prophet.  Has God called you to be 
a prophet, too? 
 
Prophet.  What comes to mind when you hear the word prophet?  You might think of 
someone who sees the future.  You might think of the Old Testament prophets and all they 
went through to share God’s word with the Hebrew people.  Or you may have heard 
people talking about someone like Martin Luther King or Desmond Tutu as being modern 
day prophets.  Whatever comes to your mind when you hear the word prophet the basic 
definition is a person regarded as a proclaimer of the will of God.  If we simplify that 
definition, I’d like for you to think about a prophet as someone who shares God’s word, 
God’s love with others.   
 
We need to pause here for a moment and review the gifts of the Spirit as Paul describes 
them in First Corinthians, chapter 12.  The gifts are the utterance of wisdom and the 
utterance of knowledge, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and 
interpretation of tongues.  These gifts are given, as Paul say, for the common good.  
Paul goes on to say that all these [gifts] are activated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  Note that prophecy is one of 
the spiritual gifts.   
 
We all have spiritual gifts.  For those of you who have taken the spiritual gifts test, most of 
you found that you were stronger in some spiritual gifts that others.  And that you had 
strength in several of the spiritual gifts.  These strengths were the spiritual gifts the Spirit 
had given you that you have developed and used most.   
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I believe that each of us has all of the spiritual gifts, but some are more developed in your 
life.  That means that each of us have a little of the spiritual gift of prophecy in us as a gift 
from God.  You can relate my statement to a popular saying, especially on St. Patrick’s 
Day: ‘there’s a little bit of Irish in all of us.’  Let’s change that to say, there’s a little bit of 
prophet in all of us.  The gift of the spirit, being a prophet, may not be as well developed as 
your other spiritual gifts. 
 
“What me a prophet?”  Some of you may just be thinking that right now.  You may not say 
it out loud, but many of you are probably thinking of excuses for why you don’t have shred 
of the gift of prophecy in your body.  That was exactly what Jeremiah thought and voiced 
when God called him.  “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only 
a boy.”  What excuses are you thinking of?  Most of us can’t claim, like Jeremiah, to be 
too young to be a prophet.   
 
God has called each of us to be a prophet at some time in our lives.   It may have been a 
small voice in your head telling you to say something or you may have heard God speak to 
you.  It’s as if God is saying to you - if you see something, say something – as we say 
today.  You may have chosen to say something, to answer God’s call, or you may have 
made excuses: “I’m just hearing voices.”  Today, to help all of us understand better God’s 
call and our reaction, let’s take a moment to think about being called by God. 
 
God’s call is personal to the individual God calls.  God told Jeremiah exactly what to 
say and to whom to say it.  God’s calling is even more personal because the call interacts 
with the gifts God has given us.  Our gifts, our passions, our talents – those that God has 
given us when we were knitted together in our mother’s womb – are to be used when God 
calls us to extend God’s kingdom, God’s values, to those people in our circle of influence.  
As Christ-followers we are prophets sharing what we know and value in our lives.   
 
When I say that God’s call is personal, I’m saying that our call is unique to each of us.  We 
are not all called to be pastors, to be missionaries, to work with the poor, to teach Sunday 
School.  One of those may be your call, but maybe not. 
 
Who has God called you to be?  Who are you supposed to influence? 
 
Responding to God’s call is a process.  Answering God’s call takes time.  Did Jeremiah 
run right out and start doing what God told him?  It took time for Jeremiah to respond and it 
takes us time to respond to God’s call.  Of course, you have read stories of folks who 
heard the voice of God and immediately followed.  It does happen.  But I would say that’s 
the exception instead of the rule. 
 
When we read these stories about God calling the prophets in the Old Testament, it’s also 
our story.  Like Jeremiah, we balk at God’s call.  We question our abilities.  We wrestle 
with the implications.  We fear what could happen.  We need clarification.  However, God 
is patient and gives us time, just as he did Jeremiah.  It’s a process.  Eventually, we figure 
out what God wants us to do and we act. 
 
Did you note that I used the word ‘act’?  It’s one thing to identify a need, to point out an 
injustice, to share God’s love for another.  But after you have shared God’s message with 
those God directed you to, then each of us must consider how to act on that message.  
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Christ-followers carry though and demonstrate God’s love and concern after they deliver 
God’s message.   
 
One thing we independent thinking Americans may forget is that God doesn’t leave us 
alone when God calls us.  God is calling us into a partnership.  What did God say to 
Jeremiah?   

• you shall go to all to whom I send you. 

• you shall speak whatever I command you 

• I am with you 

• I have put my words in your mouth. 
God walked with Jeremiah, a partner at his side, providing all Jeremiah needed. 
 
God is calling us into a partnership.  God is calling us to a place where the Spirit is already 
at work.  We are not alone in our calling.  Let me repeat that.  We are not alone in our 
calling.  God is there with us.  And what does that mean to each of us?  When we act, we 
aren’t solely responsible for the results of what we are called to do and we don’t claim the 
credit for any results.   
 
I have always said that we need to join God in what God is already doing in this 
neighborhood, this community.  Working with God is a partnership. 
 
The last aspect of God’s call we’re going to look at today is God’s call isn’t permanent.  
Some of you may be relieved to hear that!  God’s call may be a process, but it is not a 
process without an end.  The problem is solved.  The situation is taken care of.  The 
person’s behavior is changed by your love.   
 
God’s call ended for Jeremiah.  I didn’t read the verse that came before where I started 
reading, but here’s what verse 3 says: It came also in the days of King Jehoiakim son 
of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of 
Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month.  God’s call came 
in the days of King Jehoiakim and ended in the eleventh year of King Zedekiah’s reign. 
 
This part of understanding that God’s call isn’t permanent is quite evident in our church.  
We worked with down valley families and now we work with local families providing food 
for the hungry.  We were called this summer to provide a cooling center for the homeless.  
What’s next? 
 
There’s a little bit of prophet in all of us.  You and I have all heard a personal call from God 
to use our God-given talents to do a specific task.  We may fight the call at first, but 
remember it’s a process.  In that process we are not alone.  God is right there with us, 
beside us.  As a matter of fact, the Spirit of God has proceeded us.  Remember that the 
task God’s calls us to isn’t necessarily permanent. 
 
Discovering and working with God does take time.  And it all starts with listening and 
discerning God’s call on us as individuals and as a congregation. 
 
Are you listening?   


