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Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send each day. 
Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again. Amen. 

 
What you just heard expanded on today’s Old Testament scripture so you would 
understand why Jezebel, King Ahab’s wife, sent a message to Elijah that she was going to 
have him killed.  Saying Jezebel was evil would be an understatement.  Jezebel had tried to 
kill all of the prophets of God because she wanted the people to worship Baal.  Perhaps 
fear of the evil Jezebel caused Elijah to flee.   
 
Fear?  Elijah had just won a barbeque cookoff against the prophets of Baal.  Seems like 
he’d be pretty excited and pleased with what God had done – the fire of the Lord 
consuming the burnt offering, everything.  Elijah afraid?   
 
The Bible says he got up and fled for his life.  Elijah was afraid! 
 
Is that disappointing to you?  Do you wish that Elijah would have stood up to Jezebel and 
brought down fire on her?  Elijah was only human.  He was afraid.  And he ran away 
instead of standing up to his fear.   
 
Have you ever run away from your fear?  Perhaps it was a toxic relationship.  Perhaps it 
was a job that was more than you could handle.  Perhaps it was – fill in the rest of the 
sentence from your personal experience.   
 
Maybe we may run, but not Elijah!  No, we want the great prophet to squarely face his 
accuser and the threat against his life.  Somehow, we want Elijah to be better than us.  
That’s not the Biblical example we want to read.  We want triumph!  We want super-
humans.   
 
Elijah’s running away may make us question whether we can face our challenges, those 
threats that come our way – way too often. 
 
Elijah fears, Elijah flees.  That’s the initial story.  Is there more? 
 
What happens next?  Elijah has indeed run away from his situation.  He is depressed.  He 
asks God to take away his life.  What does God do next?  He feeds Elijah.  An angel wakes 
up Elijah and gives him food to eat for a long journey, not once, but twice.  God keeps Elijah 
alive for God has plans for Elijah.   
 
The food gave Elijah enough strength to walk for 40 days and 40 nights, a long time, until 
he arrived at Mt. Horeb.  If you remember, Mt. Horeb is the mountain where God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments.  Once there, Elijah takes refuge in a cave.  Was Elijah 
hoping to hide himself from God? 



 
If he was, he wasn’t successful.  We are never successful in hiding ourselves from God!  
God asks Elijah the question: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  Elijah makes his 
excuses and his complaints known to God. 
 
Has God asked you that same question when you were in a difficult situation – one of the 
situations I mentioned earlier or the one you named?  “What are you doing here, Bob, 
Betty, Ed, Jane?”  I know that I’ve heard that question when I’ve wandered from God.  God 
has asked me why I’ve wandered and told me to get back to work – just as he did to Elijah. 
 
Now, I can assure you that I didn’t experience a windstorm, nor an earthquake, nor a 
firestorm, and then silence.  Nothing as dramatic as Elijah experienced.  If I had, I think I 
would have been so scared that I would not have heard the voice of God in the silence.  
God knows how to get through to you, and evidently it took some really dramatic events to 
get through to Elijah!   
 
But God did get through to Elijah and Elijah did follow God’s orders for Elijah to return to his 
work as a prophet.   
 
How did Elijah survive his long trek?  God’s angel provided food and water.  God took care 
of Elijah.  Elijah survived the windstorm, the firestorm, the earthquake because God saved 
him.  Because God had plans for Elijah.  Elijah’s work was not done. 
 
We are, like Elijah, human.  We fear certain situations.  We are afraid and might flee.  We 
may want to get away from it all.  We may want to flee from God.  We may want to escape 
some unpleasant situation or life challenge, but God isn’t through with you and me yet.  Just 
as God didn’t allow Elijah to quit, but sent him back to work, God will challenge each of us 
to get back to work. 
 
Have you heard God asking you, “What are you doing here?”  If you have, have you 
looked back and seen God’s care for you. That God cared for you through all the 
circumstances that got you to where you heard God’s question, “What are you doing 
here?” 
 
When this story began, we may have been disappointed that Elijah chose to flee rather than 
face his fears.  But the story continued.  And the rest of the story shows us that God cares 
for each of us, takes care of each of us, and calls us back to do the work God has called us 
to do.  That’s the real lesson here. 
 
The next time you hear God asking, “What are you doing here?”  Prepare yourself.  It’s 
time to get back to work! 


