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“Baptized into the Family” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
January 12, 2020, Baptism of our Lord 
Matthew 3: 13-17 
 
Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may 
walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 
For those of you who were baptized -- do you remember your baptism?  How many of 
you were baptized as a child?  How many of you as teens or adults?  If you were 
baptized as an adult, raise your hand if you were immersed.  How about those who 
were sprinkled as adults? 
  
As you can see from this quick survey of those attending today, there are a variety of 
baptismal practices.  Baptism varies by denominations and by areas of the country.  
How you were baptized is not important.  What is important is what your baptism means 
to you and to the family of God, to all Christians.  To explore that topic, let’s begin with a 
look at Matthew’s text. 

“Inquiring minds want to know.’  Why in the world was Jesus baptized?  He was not a 
sinner.  He was sinless.  He didn’t need John the Baptist’s baptism of repentance.  Even 
John the Baptist seems puzzled that Jesus, a perfect person, would want to be 
baptized.  John asks Jesus why in verse 14, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?”  Jesus answers, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 
way to fulfill all righteousness.”   

What does Jesus’ answer mean?  Bible scholars offer several possibilities that together 
may provide the answer to why Jesus was baptized.  First, Jesus baptism was how he 
could identify with humanity, the common person, the sinner.  You might say, he set an 
example for us.  Through our baptism, we can identify with Jesus. 

Second, Jesus’ baptism was necessary to bring to completion God’s plan revealing 
God’s love for God’s creation.  Jesus’ own baptism meant that he identified himself as 
bringing God’s plan, God’s love, to earth.  We see how Jesus carried out God’s plan in 
how Jesus loved and lived while here on earth. 

Lastly, Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry, the transition from 
being a carpenter to being our savior.  His baptism serves as an announcement and a 
confirmation of God’s plan for Jesus’ life - a life that leads to the cross. 

Let me read verses 16 and 17:  16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  What a 
confirmation.  Directly from God!  God is telling all who were there and telling us who 
are reading this scripture, that Jesus is God’s son.  God is confirming Jesus and 
sending him out to do God’s work on earth. 
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Let me point out that this is a place in the Bible where all parties to the Trinity show up.  
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are mentioned here. 

What happened after Jesus’ baptism?  That’s right, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  That’s moving from a mountain-top experience 
to reality in a very short time!  But Jesus’ life was not, and our lives certainly are not, all 
mountain-top experiences.  I’m just thankful that we have Jesus who experienced the 
same difficulties we experience to lean on in the difficult times.  Jesus understands our 
trials and troubles. 

Now, let’s move on to the topic for the day: your baptism and what it means to you and 
to the family of God.   

Why in the world would anyone be baptized?  Well, there’s that verse from Matthew 28 
that you’ve heard me mention before:  the great commission.  Jesus told us to baptize 
people.  Matthew 28, verse 19:  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  If 
we want to follow Jesus, then we will be baptized and encourage others to be baptized. 

Kids have a different idea of baptism than we adults do.  As John, drove home from 
church one afternoon, he and his children were happily talking about a friend who was 
presented as a candidate for baptism that day.  John’s 3-year-old daughter Elizabeth 
asked, "What does it mean to be baptized?"  Joshua, the 5 year old son, spoke up, "Oh, 
baptism—that's when the preacher washes away all your senses.”  (Patty Meredith, 
Bernie, Missouri, "Kids of the Kingdom," Christian Reader (July/August 2000)  I hope 
your senses weren’t washed away in baptism, but that you gained a new sense of who 
you are in Christ because of your baptism. 

What happens when you’re baptized?  As a Christ-follower, baptism means you join in 
God’s covenant – whether you are an adult or an infant.  Covenant, or an agreement, 
has to do with the Old Testament idea of God’s covenant with the Jews.  If you 
remember, the covenant was that God will be their God and they will be God’s people.  
For Jewish males, joining the covenant was signified by circumcision.  When you join 
the covenant, you become a part of the family of God.  In the New Testament, Jesus 
brought us a new covenant.  To join this new covenant made possible by Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, we are baptized.  With baptism we become a member of the family of 
God. 

Are your sins washed away at baptism?  We tend to confuse baptism and forgiveness 
of sins because they happen at the same time.  At baptism the individual or the child’s 
parents or sponsors confess faith in Jesus Christ before the church body.  We have 
forgiveness of sins when we believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior.  We ask 
for forgiveness of sins many times, but we have only one baptism.  

Baptism, for adults, is an outward sign of that confession and profession of Jesus Christ 
being our Lord and Savior.  Likewise, baptism for infants is an outward sign of God’s 
love for the child and the promise of the parents and sponsors to bring the child up to 
understand God’s covenant.  God’s new covenant made available to us through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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One Methodist tells this story.  Although I was raised a Methodist, I became active in a 
Baptist church when I moved to a new community. One day I was helping a group of 
women clean the church kitchen after a social event. I emptied the large, electric coffee 
pot and handed it to the woman washing dishes.  "Can this be washed like everything 
else?" she asked.  "No," I replied. "This is a Methodist coffee pot. It says right here, DO 
NOT IMMERSE."  (Jane E. Vajnar, Tampa, Kans. Christian Reader, "Lite Fare.) 

Sprinkled versus dunked.  What’s important is the action of the Holy Spirit, of God in the 
baptism, not whether you are immersed in water or sprinkled with water.  Baptism has 
been called an outward sign, a symbol, of God’s invisible grace.  The action of God is 
what’s important, not the volume of water.  You don’t need to worry about being re-
baptized either way.  One baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is all 
that’s necessary for you to be a part of the agreement, to join in the covenant family. 

What I’d like for you to take away today is the understanding that in baptism we join 
God’s family.  In baptism we demonstrate to the world an action that we are joining the 
family of God.  We profess our faith in Jesus Christ.  

Baptism is only the beginning.  It’s not a final act.  Think of it this way.  When you join a 
family, say through marriage, there’s much to learn.  You learn the family history and 
stories.  You have to know the rules for the family gatherings.  You have to learn to play, 
oh, gin rummy, because that’s what the family does.  You have to learn to love the less 
lovable members of the family.  You have to spend your money on more people than 
yourself now that you have more people to purchase birthday and Christmas presents 
for. 

Baptism signifies your joining God’s family, the Christian family of believers.  Like any 
family, after you join there’s more to do, to learn.  We learn though studying the Bible, 
especially what is written about Jesus.  We attend church to support each other.  That’s 
our family gatherings.  We help each other out.  We share God’s love with others 
through mission work, outreach to the community and the world.  This is something this 
church does quite well.  We tell others about how wonderful our family is.  It’s not 
unusual to tell people about your great family Christmas gathering.  Why not share with 
people about your church family?  Why last Sunday’s communion service and potluck 
was worth sharing!  What wonderful fellowship! 

When you join any family, but especially God’s family, it may mean you have to 
rearrange your priorities.  In God’s family, you may have to make time for Bible study 
and your personal devotions.  You may have to make time to come to church to praise 
and worship God.  You may have to tell your friends that you can’t go on an outing with 
them so you can come to church to help with a mission or outreach project.  But it’s 
worth it.  It’s a great family to be associated with  – the family of God. 


