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Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to receive the blessings you send each day. 
Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the earth once again. Amen. 

 
Let’s get ready.  Ok.  I’ll take my wallet out of my pocket and leave it.  Jesus said to carry no purse.  I’ll 
leave my cell phone here.  Jesus didn’t say anything about cell phones, but I’m pretty sure that a cell 
phone would distract from my mission.  I’m not supposed to have any sandals, so I guess that means I 
need to leave my shoes and socks and go bare foot.  Didn’t Jesus say something about wiping dust off 
your feet.  This cross and stole certainly won’t be needed.  I can tell Jesus’ story without them.  Hmmm.  
It’s going to be hot out there as I travel, so I’d better leave this shirt.  A t-shirt’s a lot easier to wash out and 
gray won’t show the dirt.   
 
What’s left?  Just a t-shirt and pants.  Since I’m not to carry a bag, this is all I’ll be taking as I go on this 
mission.   
 
Oh, I need another person to go with me.  Jesus said to go out in pairs.  Who wants to join me?  Does 
anyone want to join me?  We’ll leave right after church since Jesus said the mission is urgent.  Gee, I hate 
to miss the first Sunday meal!  But if that’s what Jesus wants, then that’s what I’ll give. 
 
For those of us living 2000 years after Jesus gave these instructions, leaving our creature comforts behind 
and going out into the world to tell people the Kingdom of God is near – well, that just seems strange, even 
a bit extreme.  But is it?  Perhaps we need to adjust our thinking about what it means to share the good 
news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
 
For you Bible scholars, in Luke’s biography of Jesus’ life this is the second time Jesus sent his followers 
out on a mission.  The first time was when Jesus sent the 12 disciples out with similar instructions to what I 
just read.  This second time the number Jesus is sending out has increased almost 6 times, to 70.  (Some 
translations say 72.)  Seventy is an interesting number in the Bible.  The number 70 implies all of humanity.  
Jesus was sending his followers on a mission to tell the whole world about the Kingdom of God. 
 
In one sense, these 70 were advance men for Jesus.  Luke relates that Jesus sent them on ahead of him, 
in pairs, to every town and place where he himself intended to go.  In a way each of us is a part of this 
group of 70 as we share God’s story with those we meet.  Do you want to be an advance person for 
Jesus? 
 
Jesus gave the 70 the same authority for their ministry, their mission, as Jesus himself had.  They were to 
heal the sick, preach and teach.  We learn at the end of today’s scripture that the disciples also cast out 
demons.  The authority Jesus gave the 70 meant they were to cure the sick, exorcise demons, grant peace 
and announce the Kingdom of God.  
 
Are you ready to go?  You may not be able to take many worldly goods with you, but some of us sure 
would like the benefits of helping those we meet the way Jesus did: healing the sick, exorcising demons, 
granting peace and announcing the Kingdom of God..  That sounds great, but do you have the courage to 
travel light, to live in poverty, to depend on the hospitality of others?  Are you willing to meet rejection with 
a nonviolent response?   
 



 
What is the benefit for you and me if we do join the 70?  Our names are written in heaven.  It’s not about 
power to cure the sick and cast out demons.  There are no accolades for you and me.  No, the reward is 
that our names are written in heaven.  It’s about God - not about you and me.   
 
Are you ready to join me on this mission?  Wait there’s more! 
 
You will be travelling and offering peace to people.  But that simple action will spell big trouble for you and 
me.  Jesus explains that he is sending us out like lambs among wolves.  The forces of evil will be against 
us.  That’s the bad news.  The good news is that we will be given the power to resist these evil forces.  
We’ll just shake them off like you wipe the dust off your feet.   
 
Jesus said in the verse I read, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”  Harvesting people?  Isn’t 
that a bit dehumanizing?  This idea of harvest could be taken as elitist, dividing the world into ‘us’ and 
‘them’ categories.  God loves all people.  We don’t want to set ourselves above someone else.   
 
A better way to think about harvest is to think of the idea of coming to full maturity and being gathered into 
God’s kingdom.  We are all at different levels of maturity in our lives and in our faith.  I say every Sunday, 
wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.  So, think of harvest as maturing in your 
faith. 
 
Are you ready to join me on this mission?  There are just a couple more items I need to mention before you 
make your decision. 
 
Jesus said to take no purse.  That means you can’t accumulate wealth.  You’ll have no retirement, but will 
depend on others for your income.  That’s means you won’t be purchasing the latest gadget marketers are 
trying to sell you.  That means you won’t be keeping up with the Jones, as the phrase goes.  
 
And then there’s the matter of food. This one is a bit difficult for me to stomach.  I love food and not 
everyone cooks as good as I do!  So, as my mother used to say, ‘eat what’s put before you.’  I never 
thought about it before, but my mother was quoting Jesus. 
 
Are you ready to join the 70?  In today’s world, you may not need to go without food, shelter or money for 
the sake of the gospel.  However, you do need to give up hope of personal gain, any sense of power.  Your 
job is to prepare others to encounter Jesus and it’s to be done peacefully, respectfully through 
conversation and your loving presence.  You’re not forcing yourself on anyone, nor can you force 
hospitality from the stranger.  You are putting yourself in an exposed and vulnerable position.   
 
Are you ready to go?  One final thought for you to consider.  I just said that each of us is to prepare others 
to encounter Jesus.  We are not to force Jesus on anyone.  When we tell someone the kingdom of God is 
near, it’s to be done peacefully, respectfully through conversation and a loving presence.  You and I are to 
share and then leave it up to the Holy Spirit to do the work. 
 
I like what Jesus says that we are being sent out to prepare the way for the places that Jesus himself 
intends to visit.  God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are the ones that bring the person to faith.  It’s simply our 
job to share about the Kingdom of God, the story of God’s love for us expressed in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Can you do that? 
 
Are you ready to go?  The 70 were instructed to shake the dust off their feet if they were not received in a 
town or village.  Perhaps the idea of dust has another meaning for us.  Perhaps we need to shake the dust 
off ourselves and get going declaring to all the Kingdom of God is near. 
 
May God bless your every effort!   


