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Prayer: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life.  Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day.  Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may 
walk on the earth once again.  Amen. 
 
It’s coming.  Yes, it’s coming!  Are you ready?  No I’m not talking about Christ’s return, 
but about the consumerism of Christmas.  Everywhere you turn, you hear – buy this it’s 
just the right gift for – just fill in the blank.  My email inbox is full of emails proclaiming 
the ten best gifts for the sports-minded: the best gifts for a female who likes yoga or a 
male who enjoys opera.  And the emails keep coming!   
 
Sometimes, I long for Christ’s return to stop all this madness!  But there’s work to do 
until all walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Today is the first Sunday in Advent.  Advent is a season of the church year, the four 
Sundays leading up to the day we celebrate Christ’s birth.  The Bible readings for these 
four weeks of Advent center around the theme of preparation and are intended to help 
us clear our minds of the season’s clutter – the constant barrage of buy this and attend 
this and entertain in this way, and on and on.  The intent of the readings is to help us 
prepare our hearts and minds to welcome the Christ child into our lives.   
 
It seems the season of Advent is totally out of sync with our society’s values and norms.  
While advertisers and certain family members tell us what we have to buy or do to have 
a happy Christmas, the church is saying that all you need is Christ to have a happy 
Christmas.  Yes, the two – society and Christianity – are in conflict. 
 
What do you want for Christmas?  Is it a new big screen TV, a new golf club, jewelry?  
Perhaps it’s peace on earth you wish for or something closer to home like peace in your 
family or your relationships.  I’m not sure if I want a thing for Christmas except to 
celebrate Christmas with all of you.   And for all of you and my family to be safe and well 
in the new year.  I could be tempted by some of this year’s newest gadgets – a smaller 
Bluetooth speaker, a picture doorbell.  Perhaps I could win the lottery so I could bless 
others.  What do you want for Christmas?  
 
What do our wants say about us?  Could these desires be a substitute for a deep 
longing – a longing for loving, close relationships or a return to the childhood wonder 
and innocence you once knew?   
 
When you heard today’s Old Testament lesson from Isaiah read, what was your 
reaction?  Were you thinking – ‘another fairy tale from the Old Testament.’  Were you 
thinking, ‘Lord, I’m tired and looking to the future doesn’t cut it any longer.  Can’t you 
just bring peace on earth or peace to my family right now?’  Or were you so tied up in 
your plans for the day and for Christmas that you didn’t really listen at all to what I read? 
 
The verses from Isaiah describe the future, a future many of us desire to be the present, 
to be here now.  Most of you would like nothing better than to see swords that 
decapitate heads in the Middle East turned into plowshares and guns used in mass 



 
shooting to be melted down and turned into pruning hooks.  We long for peace and for 
an end to violence.   
 
I asked earlier what you want for Christmas.  And I just mentioned two terrible things 
happening in this world.  What a contrast.  You and I can’t wrap our minds around the 
terrible things happening in the world.  We feel helpless in a situation we can’t control, 
so we turn to something we can control that makes us feel better.  We can think about 
what we want for Christmas.  Yes, getting that thing on your wish-list we think would 
make us happy.  It’s something that’s tangible; that I can touch. 
 
Isaiah mentions what will happen in the future, yet we want that future now.  Why is it so 
hard for us to deal with the imprecise, with the not knowing for sure?  Why are we not 
willing to wait on God, to live with God’s timing?  We’ve been disappointed so many 
times.  The many failed Middle East cease fire agreements.  The promise your family or 
your spouse agreed to saying that the arguing would stop.  We have all been 
disappointed many times, so why should we believe Isaiah today? 
 
It’s Advent, the season to prepare for Christ’s birth, to prepare to welcome and accept 
the Christ child into our lives.  Isaiah offers us a way to prepare that welcome.  Isaiah 
invites us to walk in the light of the Lord.   
 
Isaiah offers us a vision of global transformation, of peace on earth, where people will 
learn war no more.  Isaiah offers us an invitation to live toward that day when we can 
walk in the light of the Lord.  It may be difficult to imagine or believe that that reality will 
ever happen, but there is power is walking in God’s light now, one step at a time.  
 
A little boy walked along a country lane one dark night, with his father, and carried the 
lantern. The black silence all about frightened him. He said, "Father, this light reaches 
such a little way, I am afraid." His father answered, "True. my boy, but if you walk on, 
the light will shine to the end of your journey." There are night-times in the Christian's 
experience when God gives His followers only enough light to take the next step. And 
that is all that is needed. We may be sure of one thing,—the light will never go out. If we 
walk on, it will shine to the end of the journey.— 
 
You may have a hard time believing Isaiah’s vision.  However, the future does belong to 
God and the first step toward that future belongs to those who have glimpsed God’s 
light and are willing to trust that enough light lies ahead.   
 
This Advent season may you use these four weeks of preparation to examine your faith 
to see what motivates you and your family, and once examined, make appropriate 
changes so you are walking in the light of the Lord one step at a time.   
 
May God bless your every effort. 


