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“Resurrection Sunday” A sermon by Lee Ireland 
Cathedral City Community Presbyterian Church 
April 21, 2019, Easter Sunday 
 
Let us pray together: Open our eyes to see your Spirit in our life. Open our hearts to receive the 
blessings you send each day. Guide us with your wisdom so that through us Christ may walk on the 
earth once again. Amen. 
 
Christ has risen!  And you reply, “He has risen indeed!”  Being Presbyterian, we traditionally refer to 
today as Easter Sunday, while other churches call today Resurrection Sunday.  I personally like the 
title Resurrection Sunday since that’s exactly why we celebrate this day.  Christ has risen.  And you 
respond, “He has risen indeed!”  
 
But why all this hoopla?  Why the brass accompanying our hymns?  Why the Easter Lilies?  Why 
the beautiful flower-covered cross that Peggy constructs from your flower donations?  It’s a simple 
question, why do we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus?   
 
(Ask for input from the people attending.) 
 
I’m not here to explain how Jesus’ resurrection could possibly have happened from a human point-
of-view.  Some people want just that, but by attempting to explain the how instead of the why, we 
lose the significance of the resurrection.  Most of you know John 3:16, the why: For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  I know that through my belief in Christ’s death and resurrection, my sins are 
forgiven.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, each of us can be right with God and live with God 
for eternity in God’s realm. 
 
As Paul, one of the writers from the Bible, reported: Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, he was buried, he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  (1 
Corinthians 15:3,4)  This is what I believe and why I celebrate the resurrection.  How about you? 
 
Why do we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus? 
 
As Christ-followers we believe that Jesus’ resurrection reveals to us that God’s love and power are 
greater than the power of death.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection we can know that when we die and 
leave our earthly existence, we are given new life, a new existence in God’s eternal realm.  Jesus’ 
resurrection assures us of what we refer to as life eternal, living in that new existence in God’s 
eternal realm.  We also celebrate the resurrection because we believe we will see our loved ones 
again in God’s eternal real. 
 
Why do we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus?   
 
Another reason is that Christ’s resurrection validates that Jesus is God come to earth to show us 
how God wants us to live.  Peter, a writer from the Bible who travelled and lived with Jesus when 
Jesus was on earth testified: You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 
beginning in Galilee - how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, 
and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him. (Acts 10:37,38) 
 
Many of you know that living according to the example of Jesus is not a simple task.  Jesus told us 
to love our enemies, to be kind to those that hate you, to share your wealth with the poor. Those are 
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just a few of the counter-cultural teachings of Jesus that we are to follow.  Many people say they 
love Jesus, but do their lives show they follow his example? 
 
Is it possible to follow Jesus’ example?  Another verse from the Bible: If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. (Romans 8:11)  It is possible to 
follow Jesus’ example because that same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead is available 
to you and me.  That power enables us to live the life that Jesus directed us to live.  We simply need 
to tap into that power by faith in Jesus Christ, by believing Jesus is God and living as Jesus directed 
us to live. 
 
Christ can make us into totally different people. We begin by believing what the Bible says: Old 
things have passed away . . . all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  The 
resurrection gives our lives new meaning and new direction with the opportunity to start over no 
matter the circumstances.  God can give you and me the power to live this Christian life.  It’s a 
process of growing in faith and trust in God.  This church is here to help you in your journey of faith. 
 
Let me share this story with you about a family that understood and believed that Jesus’ resurrection 
assures us of eternal life.  In the 1920s, the Koontz family lost three children to diphtheria in the 
same week prior to Easter Sunday.  Only their 3-year-old daughter escaped the disease.  
 
Diphtheria was a deadly disease. In the 1920s, an estimated 100,000 to 200,000 cases of diphtheria 
occurred per year in the United States, causing 13,000 to 15,000 deaths per year.  
 
On Easter morning, the Sunday after their three children died, the father, mother and their one 
surviving child attended their church in rural Nebraska.  Because the father, Conrad, was the 
Sunday school superintendent, he led the session when all the classes met together.  Since it was 
Easter Sunday, he read the Easter message from the Bible, As he read, many were weeping, but 
the father and mother remained calm and serene. 
 
I’m not sure, but this may have been the resurrection story Conrad Koontz read to his Sunday 
school classes. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they have put him!” 
 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. 
He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who 
had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand 
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they 
were staying. 
 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 
and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at 
the foot. 
 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
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“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
put him, and I will get him.” 
 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them 
that he had said these things to her.  (John 20:1-18) 
 
As Conrad read the Easter message from the Bible, many were weeping, but he and his wife 
remained calm and serene.  When Conrad finished reading, the Sunday school classes went to their 
individual rooms. 
 
When Sunday school was over, young Harry Lassiter, a local 15-year-old boy, was walking home 
with his father. “The Koontzes must really believe the Easter story,” said the boy. 
 
His father answered, “All Christians do, Harry.” 
 
“Not the way they do!” he said. 
 
Why do you celebrate the resurrection?   
 
This week give some serious thought as to why you celebrate the resurrection.  I pray that you 
celebrate the resurrection with joy because you know that Christ died for your sins and that his 
resurrection inspires you to follow Jesus’ example of how to live.  I pray that you have the peace of 
knowing you are forgiven and that, as a Christ-follower, you will be spending eternity with Jesus and 
God in God’s realm. 
 
Christ has risen!  And you proclaim, “He has risen indeed!”   


